Department of Political Science & International Relations, University of San Diego
POLS 352: Comparative Politics of Developing Countries: Southeast Asia
Professor Robert A. Hooper

Classroom: KIPJ 220A 

Telephone: (619) 260-4670
E-mail: rhooper@sandiego.edu 
Class Hours: Monday, Wednesday 2:30 – 3:50 pm
Office Hours: Monday 4:00 – 5:30 pm
Office: 
KIPJ 292
Course Overview: This course will examine the politics of development in contemporary Southeast Asian nations, with emphasis on the role of mass media in economic development, civil society, strengthening democratic institutions, environmental protection, conflict resolution, human rights, the status of women and minorities and national identity.  Theoretical approaches to economic development will be analyzed in light of the rapidly changing institutions and practices of Southeast Asian media, including traditional newspapers, terrestrial broadcasting and satellite delivered radio and television, and the rising impact of social media (Internet) venues.  The role of mass media in politics will be examined in specific Southeast Asian nations, with attention to issues of censorship and government control, ownership of media outlets and institutions, and other factors that determine or influence domestic politics and development.  An overview of history, from ancient civilizations and empires through the European colonial period to independence, the formation of ASEAN and today's myriad challenges, will include examination of the role of ethnicity and religion in contemporary politics.  Our study of Southeast Asia will expand to include Bangladesh and Pacific island nations to include Fiji and Papua New Guinea.
Students will apply issues, theories and case studies contained in the texts, lectures and class discussions to a variety of real world circumstances and challenges.  This will require innovative ideas and critical thinking to address the unprecedented political, economic and social challenges posed by the 21st Century.  The class will be conducted in a seminar fashion.  Active participation in classroom discussions, along with research and the development of material outside the classroom (including written assignments for class) will be required.  

Course Description: The globalization of trade and economic development will provide the context for a series of case studies on the politics of Southeast Asian nations as revealed in the dissemination of media content in both English and domestic languages within those nations, and across borders to neighboring nations.  

In Indonesia, Dutch colonial rule ended in a cease-fire in August 1949 and establishment of a parliamentary democracy under President Sukarno.  In September 1965, an attempted coup by the Communist party was crushed by General Suharto, who replaced Sukarno to rule as a virtual dictator until resigning during the economic crisis of 1998.  We will trace the role of the national broadcaster TV Republik Indonesia (TVRI) in President Suharto’s New Order (1966-98), Suharto’s enforcement of a policy of Pancacila (“national unity in diversity”) through tightly censored government broadcasting combined with brutal military suppression, and the role of public and private domestic media in the difficult transition to a democracy under four successive presidential administrations.  In particular, the evolution of media freedoms and the challenges posed to national unity by ethnic and religious minorities long marginalized and suppressed under Suharto’s rule will be examined in light of recent events in the Indonesian archipelago.  The coverage of ethnic conflicts in Aceh, Maluku, Kalimantan and Papua, the rise in Islamist terrorism and the bombings in Bali and Jakarta, and the impact of the December 2003 earthquake and tsunami on the separatist movement in Aceh (North Sumatra) will be viewed from multiple perspectives derived from media sources within Indonesia, neighboring ASEAN nations, and international media outlets.  

In Malaysia, we will examine former Prime Minister (1981 – 2003) Mahathir Mohamed’s use of political controls and censorship of domestic media, coupled with selective blockage of international satellite channels, to promote an agenda of political stability and rapid economic growth.  With the replacement of Mahathir by Prime Minister Ahmad Badawi, and the “de-Mahathirization” of Malaysia, we will examine the increasing diversity of viewpoints in which controversial issues such as the environment, long suppressed under the Mahathir regime, were now more open to coverage.  Particular attention will be given to Prime Minister Badawi’s promotion of Islam Hadhari, or “Civilizational Islam,” its depiction by the media in this multiethnic nation, and the role Malaysia plays in promoting tolerance and religious pluralism in the larger Muslim world.  Finally, we will examine the corruption scandal engulfing Malaysia's current Prime Minister, Najib Razak, who transferred over $1billion from public state funds into his personal bank accounts and those of friends and family members around the world.  We will examine the role of endemic corruption in the evolution of Malaysian politics as compared with neighboring states in Southeast Asia and other regions. 
Laos will provide a case study for the greater Mekong sub-region (Indochina), with additional material from Vietnam and Cambodia.  Like Cambodia, Laos was once a kingdom governed by a traditional monarch.  But the king was overthrown by the North Vietnamese army in 1975 and a communist state imposed by Hanoi, while educated elites fled the country for asylum in Thailand, the U.S., and other nations.  One prominent refugee, Sombath Somphone, returned to Laos to found and operate the most prominent NGO, The Participatory Development Training Center (PADTC).  His abduction at a police inspection station in 2012, after hosting an international conference on human rights and the environmental impacts of development, will be investigated.

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Laos), we will also examine the legacy of the Vietnam War in the form of cluster bombs that continue to kill and maim rural civilians almost daily.  We will examine the failing government controlled national broadcaster, Lao-TV, and it’s loss of market share to commercial channels from neighboring Thailand and, to a lesser extent, Vietnam.  Impacts of the external media dominance of an impoverished and politically unstable communist state by its neighbors will be examined in light of the changing role of media in fragile states in an era of rapid political and technological change.
The modern nations of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia were part of French Indochina until 1954.  In Vietnam, the Viet Minh communist movement began against Japanese occupation in World War II and then extended to opposing French colonialism that ended in May 1954.  US involvement in the region began in 1954, leading to the Vietnam War that eventually drew in Laos and Cambodia.  

Since the end of the Vietnam War/American War, Vietnam has developed a strong economy and manufacturing sector, joining the WTO in 2007.  But corruption and lack of transparency hinder development.  Ethnic Chinese (Hoa) were subject to repression and many left Vietnam beginning in the late 1970’s.  About 1 million Hmong tribal people reside in the north, with additional populations in Laos.
Thailand is the only SE Asian country that was not colonized by Europeans.  Largely made up of members of Thai ethnic groups, there are also small minority populations of Malays, Karen and Khmer along the border regions.  A constitutional monarchy, Thailand has experienced multiple periods of parliamentary democracy and military dictatorship. Its most recent coup was in 2014.  It has been a Newly Industrialized Country (NIC) since the late 1990s.  Low-level violence and insurgency continues along the Malaysian border, centered on the Malay Muslim minority.  More than 140,000 Karen refugees from Burma live in camps along the border with Thailand.
In the strategic nation of Myanmar (formerly Burma), we will focus on the nation's return to democracy in the first openly contested election in 25 years in 2015.  The election of Aung San Suu Kyi as State Counselor in 2015 occurred as tensions on the border with Bangladesh intensified over conflict with the Muslim minority Rohingya in Rakhine State.  
For the Philippines, we will examine the history from the Spanish American War of 1898 to contemporary challenges under the leadership of the current president, Rodrigo Duterte.  One focus will be Chinese occupation of atolls in the South China Sea claimed by the Philippines and other Southeast Asian nations. 
We will extend our Southeast Asia focus to neighboring Bangladesh, where domestic media coverage, in the Bengali (Bangla) language, of an unprecedented outbreak of Islamist terrorism in 2005 continues today.  Recent terrorist attacks targeting journalists, bloggers, political activists, religious leaders and foreign aid workers will be examined through recent films produced by university students in Dhaka, Bangladesh to promote religious and political tolerance. 

The role of Bangladeshi media in covering Islamist terrorism in a national crisis will be compared and contrasted with its more traditional role in covering “communal” conflicts, i.e., violence between Muslims and the Hindu and Buddhist minorities, that dates back to the partition of India in 1947 and subsequent war for independence from Pakistan in 1971. 

Bangladesh is also ideal for examining how the domestic media play a vital role in strengthening human rights, environmental protection, and the status of women in traditional societies.  We will examine the work of courageous reporters and their coverage of victims of rape and traditional acid attacks, the health impacts of arsenic in drinking water, and outbreaks of violent extremism and domestic terrorism. 

Of the prominent Diasporas to change the face of Asia during the colonial period, the largest originated in India and China.  We will examine their role in the context of media coverage in several Asian nations, with a case study of the Hindi speaking Indo-Fijian minority in the Pacific island nation of Fiji.  The military coups of 1987 and 1989, the brief return to a constitutional democracy prior to the coup attempt of 2000, and a subsequent coup in 2006 and the launch of Fiji’s first television station with live news coverage will be examined in light of recent events in this multiethnic nation.  We will also examine issues of mass media and development in neighboring Pacific island nations, including Samoa, Vanuatu, Tonga and Papua New Guinea.  
Research Requirements and Final Paper: The Southeast Asia region presents a vast and diverse political and cultural landscape ideally suited for student research.  Investigate present day conflicts and disputes between nations, within nations and along fragile and porous borders between nations to uncover an urgent challenge to be addressed in your research.  Investigate the social, political, ethnic, religious and historical origins of an issue, problem, or conflict to help develop a strategy to address these challenges and to prevent, or at least halt, violent conflict.  
One of the goals of this course is to introduce students to the role and potential impact of Southeast Asian mass media in strengthening democratic institutions, the rule of law and civil society, reducing poverty and promoting economic development, protecting the environment, safeguarding human rights and the inclusion of women and minorities, and resolving conflict.  The course will combine theoretical models of development, mass communication, conflict resolution and public diplomacy with the institutions and practices of contemporary Asian media, including television, radio, film, print, social media and other online media platforms.  
Politics of Development Research Paper: The final paper should include the following:
1) An overview and relevant history of the sub-region, region, nation, or nations in conflict and the political, historical, sociological, and cultural issues involved.  
2) History and analysis of the issue, crisis, controversy, or conflict(s) under study, citing relevant conflict and development theories, case studies, theoretical models and their application, assigned course readings and other reliable sources.  
3) An analysis of all parties and issues involved, including relevant ethnic, religious, sectarian, political, historical, and cultural issues to be addressed, and how each party frames the conflict in local (and/or international) media to present its own assessment of events, including coverage of specific incidents of political conflict, insurgency, terrorism and violence.
4) The development of an effective strategy for diplomacy, conflict resolution and peace building to be used in a real world setting to achieve specific goals and outcomes.  In some cases, a cease-fire among all parties is the initial goal.  In others, strategic intervention through a political process can yield results.  The final paper should outline strategic ideas and policies and apply relevant conflict, development, communication, and peace building theories, case studies, and assigned class readings to produce a professional document.  Imagine that a U.S. Ambassador or Public Diplomacy Officer, a senior United Nations official, or the head of an NGO has given you this assignment and there is no margin for error or the omission of relevant assigned material.  

5) As theories and models of strategic diplomacy to address political conflict are rapidly evolving, and each issue, social problem or conflict presents a unique challenge to those who would help address the challenge or bring peace to the opposing parties, this assignment will require an unusual degree of independent and critical thought, based on thorough research of the specific conflict, and the application of relevant conflict and communication theories from class reading assignments and case studies.  I encourage you to follow an interdisciplinary approach.  
6) The final paper should conform to standards expected of USD graduate students, including the use of properly formatted footnotes and a complete bibliography. 
In this course, students are encouraged to volunteer to present assigned readings from textbook chapters and Internet sources.  Class briefing sessions are in-depth oral presentations and may include audio-visual materials, including video, slides, graphs, and power point presentations.  Briefing sessions are real world exercises modeled after presentations delivered by mid-level executives to senior management in the private (corporate) sector, and U.S. State Department Foreign Service Officers to American Ambassadors at U.S. embassies worldwide.  Briefings should be clear, focused, and well organized, reflecting substantial research on the conflict issue or peace process under study and its coverage by the media, including contrasting perspectives from a variety of media sources – foreign and domestic. 
Student performance will be evaluated on the basis of class attendance and participation 25%, in class presentations of reading assignments 25%, and the final research paper and briefing session 50%.  

Occasional quizzes on the readings will be factored into the class participation score.   A list of assigned readings on websites and Internet links will be provided.  The textbook is available in paperback or on Kindle through Amazon.com or Google Books.  Textbook chapters and articles are assigned on a weekly basis in preparation for student presentation and discussion the following week. 
In order to keep informed of international events and their coverage by the media, students will be asked to read, on a daily basis, a wide variety of print and Internet media, including the Washington Post or New York Times, and to view network news and newsmagazine television programs such as CBS News “60 Minutes” and PBS “Frontline.”  A list of websites and Internet resources will be provided and updated throughout the semester, and students are encouraged to follow case studies raised in class in the print and broadcast media, and on the Internet.  Textbook chapters and articles will be assigned on a weekly basis in preparation for discussion the following week.  Sources will be provided for articles available online, including a few at nominal cost.  Each student will be responsible for leading one or more class discussions on the assigned readings, with additional research and preparation required outside of class.
Required Texts:
1. Robert Dayley, Southeast Asia in the New International Era, 7th Edition, Westview Press, 2017, Paperback or Kindle: https://www.amazon.com/Southeast-Asia-New-International-Era/dp/0813350115/ref=dp_ob_title_bk 
2. Louise Williams and Roland Rich, Losing Control: Freedom of the Press in Asia, Asia Pacific Press, 2001.  Free Download: https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/losing-control/download 

Course Website: Some Readings Available on the Internet 
https://mediadevelopment.org/international-media-specialist/pols-352-politics-and-media-development-southeast-asia-spring-2017/
Articles distributed in class or available for download from the Web.

Recommended Texts:

1. Barbara Tuchman, The March of Folly: from Troy to Vietnam, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984. 

2. Ashutosh Varshiney, Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in India. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002. (Highly recommended)

3. Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: Continuum,1992. 

4. William Easterly, The White Man’s Burden: Why the West’s Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good.  New York: Penguin Press, 2006.

5. Gadi Wolfsfeld, Media and the Path to Peace (Communication, Society and Politics), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 
News Sources:

The Nation (Thailand)
www.nationmultimedia.com 
The Jakarta Post (Indonesia)

www.thejakartapost.com 

The Daily Star (Bangladesh)

http://www.thedailystar.net 

The Fiji Times (Fiji)
http://www.fijitimes.com/default.aspx 

Fiji Coup Blog 

http://www.coupfourandahalf.com 

BBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk
BBC News Country Report: Media Sources

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm# 

The Guardian

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/
Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
Los Angeles Times

http://www.latimes.com/
The Economist

http://www.economist.com
http://www.economist.com/countries
MSNBC

http://www.msnbc.com/
CBS News

http://www.cbsnews.com
ABC News

http://www.abcnews.com
National Journal
http://www.nationaljournal.com/ 
Huffington Post

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ 
Links to media/wire services (UPI, Reuters, AFP)

http://www.abyznewslinks.com
http://news.google.com
Al Monitor – The Pulsed of the Middle East

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/home.html# 
Vice News

https://news.vice.com 

Afghanistan, Pakistan Newsletter
listmanager@list.rferl.org 
Bruce Gregory’s Reading List

http://publicdiplomacy.wikia.com/wiki/Bruce_Gregory's_Reading_List 

Sources for Conflict and Press Freedom

United States Institute of Peace

http://www.usip.org
Al Monitor: The Pulse of the Middle East

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/home.html 

Human Rights Watch

http://www.hrw.org 

Rand Corporation

www.rand.org
International Crisis Group

www.crisisweb.org
Project for Excellence in Journalism and the Committee of Concerned Journalists

http://www.journalism.org/
International Federation of Journalists

http://www.ifj.org
The Committee to Protect Journalists

http://www.cpj.org  

International News Safety Institute
http://www.newssafety.org/
Radio For Justice

http://www.irfj.org
FemLink-Pacific (Fiji) 
http://www.femlinkpacific.org.fj
Pacific Media Watch (Pacific Island nations)
www.pmc.aut.ac.nz 
The Communication Initiative (Johns Hopkins University) http://www.comminit.com
drumbeat@comminit.com 
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